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I was preparing the next message in our series “Unpacking Evangelism” when it became 
abundantly clear to me that I needed to hit the pause button. 
 
I try to faithfully preach through the Word as the Lord leads me and to not let current events or 
a consumer mentality drive my planning. However, there are times that issues in society must 
be addressed by the church and more specifically by the Word. 
 
It is a bit frightening for me to speak into the current unrest in our country…I’m no expert…I 
don’t want to be involved in politics…I don’t want to be misunderstood or misquoted. There are 
some who will think I’ve said too much, others not enough.  
 
There are some here today who don’t understand why there is such an uproar, others who say 
“it’s not my problem.” There are some who are angry at the establishment or at those who 
incite further unrest, and there are some who shrink back in fear hoping someone else will 
solve the problem. 
 
Scripture speaks very clearly to the issue tearing at the fabric of our country today. And let me 
say the issue is not just the murder of George Floyd, Ahmad Arbery, Sean Reed, Breonna 
Taylor… – those are just the eruption points, symptoms surfacing – the issue has been brewing 
for generations. 
 
Before we look into the Word, I want to be clear on where I am coming from. 
 

1. There is definitely an issue of racism in our country – there is a problem. There are 
injustices in our society. 

My black friends (“I’m not from Africa, I’m not African-American. I’m a black American”) aren’t 
looking for affirmative action, preferential treatment, or favored status, just equality.  
 
While used for political gain by some, this is not a political issue. It is a sin issue. 
Racism is sin.  
The Scripture is clear that all men of every color, race, ethnicity are equal –  
Genesis 1:27 Let us make man in our image…Acts 17:26 from one man He made all the nations 
(ethnicities)… 
Galatians 3:28 there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Revelation 7:9-10 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” 
 
God made us diverse; diversity/color is a gift (creation). 



2. Every people group, every institution has some bad agents; that does not make the 
entire group bad. It is sin that distorts people and institutions. 

a. There are some evil whites. 
b. There are some evil blacks. 
c. There are some evil police officers. 

Illus. evil pastors; hope you won’t judge me by them. 
 

3. Protestors have a right given to them by our government which God established 
(Romans 13) 

a. Violence is not a right. (We need to separate Antifa and the criminal element 
from the legitimate protestors) 
 

4. We must be a part of the solution. The government can’t solve the issue of racism – the 
government can’t change hearts. It’s up to us – white Christ followers. 

Micah 6:8 He has told you O man what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. 
Deuteronomy 16:19 Do not pervert justice or show partiality. 
Psalm 11:7 for the Lord is righteous, He loves justice; 
Proverbs 29:7 the righteous care about justice… 
 
We don’t need to choose sides; we need to solve the issue. 
We are called to be a redemptive people; we have to step in and be the hands and feet of 
Jesus. 
There will be no perfect solution until Jesus returns, but we cannot sit and do nothing – we 
must make a concerted effort. 
 
There are many Scriptural references/principles that we can bring to bear on the issue of 
racism. I want to use a very familiar teaching, the parable of the Good Samaritan as the 
foundation. 
 
Luke 10 – an expert in the law was testing Jesus. He was trying to justify himself by saying he 
kept the law, “love God and love your neighbor.” 
 
This lawyer was a Jew and he believed since he was good to Jews, he was a good neighbor and 
a righteous man in God’s sight. In the dialog, he asks Jesus to define neighbor. 
 
You know the story: 
A man (Jewish) is on a journey from Jerusalem to Jericho and is robbed, beaten, left for dead on 
the side of the highway. 
Both a priest and a Levite (Jewish religious leaders) saw him but went on their way. 
Along came a Samaritan – he stopped, treated the man’s wounds, took him to an inn to 
recover, paid all his bills (current and future). 
Before I unpack a few points that relate to our current cultural climate, let me give you the 
bottom line here: 



Jesus was telling this Jewish man that God expects us to love people NOT like us, to love our 
ethnically different neighbor. 
 
We’ve looked at this story before, I want to be sure you are clear and understand that this story 
would have caused quite an uproar among first century Jews. The Jews and Samaritans hated 
each other; there is racial animosity, so Jesus tells a story that is intentionally about race. 
 
Jesus is not going to justify a lawyer who is only caring for his own race. Loving your own does 
not meet God’s standard. Loving our neighbor must transcend racial, national, social and 
economic boundaries. 
 
Now, let me say here, most of you probably agree that we need to love our neighbor regardless 
of background. 
That’s not enough! 
Jesus told the parable not just to reshape our thinking or worldview but to call us to action. 
The priest and Levite were deplorable for leaving the man there to die, but surely their hearts 
weren’t so dark that they didn’t at least have sympathy for the man’s condition. 
Feeling sorry for someone is not enough. 
We need empathy; we need to put ourselves in their place (lean in, feel/embrace their pain) 
and do what we would want done for us. 
What good is our compassion without action? 
James 2:14-17 
 
Who cares about all the compassionate comments on social media, all the suggestions about 
what should be done?  
What are those people doing? 
In our time, pictures of the half-dead man lying in a ditch would have been posted before the 
paramedics even showed up. People would take pictures and demand something be done 
before they themselves would get down in the ditch to help.  
 
Let me add a facet to the story that I never knew before. Discovered this in my study this week; 
recorded by historian Flavius Josephus. 
In AD 51 people from the Samaritan village of Ginae murdered one or more—the sources 
contradict—Jewish pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem for the Passover. The Jews appealed to 
their Roman rulers for justice, but the Romans ignored them. An unruly ‘mob’ from Jerusalem 
then went down to Ginae, massacred all the inhabitants, and burned the village to the 
ground. At this point the Romans intervened; they arrested and executed several of the Jews 
involved. 
 
Jesus telling of Good Sam. happened before this incident, but you clearly see the incredible 
animosity that existed then is quite similar to now. The parable of the Good Sam. speaks to 
contemporary society – (Bible is current and relevant). 
So, if the teaching is relevant to us today, what is the relevant application? How do we follow 
the example of the Good Sam? 



I don’t want to be too simplistic; I don’t have the answers to the complicated, multi-faceted 
racial issues facing us. 
I’m a simple man, simple thinker. You may say my solution is short-sighted. I don’t really have a 
solution to offer, just a first step. (Applies not just to blacks, but also Asians, Latinos…) 
 
We just need to take the first step. The Good Sam arrived on the scene and saw a complicated 
situation. The man had multiple wounds, was near death. Not being a Dr., Sam could have said, 
“Wow, this is complicated, I’m not sure I can help.” Instead, he got down in that ditch and 
cleaned and bandaged the first wound, then the next… 
 

1. We all have to realize we must be involved in the solution. (Can’t say not my problem, 
doesn’t affect me, we have to get down in the ditch) 
 

2. The involvement is personal (hands on), not institutional. 
a. I give 
b. My church is helping  

(supporting black churches, doing ministry in black communities) 
c. I’ve done my part  

Just because my church (institution) is involved doesn’t mean I am involved. 
 

3. There must be genuine engagement. The Good Sam was out about, in the normal 
course of his life; he saw someone (different than him) in need…in spite of the racial 
tension between them he provided genuine care, that was ongoing, not a Band-aid. 
 

First steps: in the natural rhythm of life (walking the neighborhood, with fellow employees)  
• have conversations (meaningful, with desire to build friendship/commonality) 
• seek to understand – be genuine about learning about life from their perspective  

(be an eager student) 
Here’s how it happened for me: Neal…I hate the way you and other black friends are treated, 
the fears you carry…I’m not a racist, I don’t understand, would you help me, explain and let me 
into your world? 

• pray for and with 
• develop an ongoing friendship  

o (not Band-Aid until things blow over) 
 
A word about friendship: when I talk to people about race, I frequently hear this response, “I 
have black friends.” 
I’m not talking about acquaintances.  
I’m not talking about black people that you are friendly to when you see them. 
I’m not saying you should be friendly; I’m saying be a friend. 
You can’t say you have a friend who is black if you haven’t broken bread/shared a meal 
together. 



You can’t say you are good friends with someone from a different race/ethnicity if you haven’t 
shared a meal/had fellowship with them in your home.  
 
We are agents of the Gospel. 
We must make a concerted effort to build bridges. 
Romans 12 – love sincerely, hate evil, rejoice/weep, live in harmony, live at peace with 
everyone 
 
Albert Einstein: 
The world is a dangerous place not because of those who do evil but because of those who look 
on and do nothing. 
 
I John 3:18 And so dear children, let us not love with words or speech, but with actions and 
truth. 
 
 
 
 


